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Dr. Paul T. Prentice, Ph.D.

pprentice@farmsector.com
Senior Fellow, the Independence Institute

Dr. Prentice earned a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics at the University of Connecticut. Paul served under President Ronald Reagan, as Chief Macroeconomist for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

He was appointed Visiting Scholar at the U.S. Department of Treasury (1995-1996), and he now teaches MBA economics at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs; he has also taught economics and finance at Colorado College. 

In 2006, Dr. Prentice was appointed as a Senior Fellow at the Independence Institute in Golden, CO. Paul serves on the Board of Directors of the Limited Government Forum in Colorado Springs, where he helps direct their “Economic and Civic Literacy Project”. In 2008, Dr. Prentice was appointed Adjunct Faculty at the Ludwig von Mises Institute. 
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Dr. Barry Poulson

Barry W. Poulson is Professor of Economics at the University of Colorado. He has been a Visiting Professor at several Universities including, Universidad Autonomo De Guadalajara, Mexico; University of North Carolina; Cambridge University; Konan University, Kobe Japan; and Universidad Carlos Tercera, Madrid, Spain.  

He is the author of numerous books and articles in the fields of economic development and economic history. His current research focuses on fiscal policies and fiscal constitutions. 

Professor Poulson is currently Americans for Prosperity Foundation’s Distinguished Scholar. He has written several studies and articles for AFPF including Colorado’s TABOR Amendment: Recent Trends and Future Projects and A Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights for Wisconsin.

He has served on the Colorado Tax Commission and as Vice Chair of the State Treasurer’s Advisory Group on Constitutional Amendments in Colorado. 

Professor Poulson is Past President of the North American Economics and Finance Association. He is an Adjunct Scholar of the Heritage Foundation, and Senior Fellow of the Independence Institute. 

He is an Advisor to the Task Force on Tax and Fiscal Policy of the American Legislative Exchange Council and serves as a consultant on fiscal policy and fiscal constitutions to a number of state and national think tanks.
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Mr. Jeff Wright

Jeff Wright has a 30+ year career behind him in networking/software technologies with 15 years spent as a Sr. Systems and Consulting Chief Engineer for AT&T-Bell Laboratories at Murray Hill and Holmdel Labs in New Jersey.  He spent that time designing and directing the implementation of national/international IT/networking platforms for some of the largest global financial institution and service suppliers ever combined.

Among those companies are Citigroup, Merrill Lynch, Standard and Poor's, Bank of America, AIG, FDIC, Bull HN Worldwide, Chase Bank, MasterCard and many others. Since 1990, Jeff has been the General Partner for a large-scale network consulting firm, and a Director for two Software Development firms.

 

Jeff also has been active for the last 20 years in Colorado politics, being one of the key petitioners and campaigners for TABOR in 1991 and 92.  He was co-author and Western-slope Campaign manager for the statewide TaxCut2000 and Petition Rights initiatives.  He has served on many School, City and County Advisory Committees and was a Director in an El Paso County Fire Protection District.  In 2007-08 he was State Field Director for Colorado and New Mexico for the Ron Paul Presidential Campaign Committee. He researched the book PetroDollar Warfare, published in 2005, with William Clark - and wrote the Forward in 2003-2004 - detailing the coming collapse of the dollar and the restructuring of the global financial system.

Jeff now lives in Peyton, Colorado, with his wife of 28 years, Colette, and enjoys the time he gets to spend with two adult sons also living in Colorado.  
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Penn R. Pfiffner 

(“ Fif’-ner ”)

Penn is a former state representative, having served eight years in the legislature. His major bills included the enhanced sentences for dangerous pedophiles and the state’s first full-restitution policy. He authored the repeal of the capital gains tax, and wrote the major deregulation bill of the decade.   

He has a financial and managerial consulting practice, Construction Economics, LLC.

He taught college Economics at night school, at both the graduate and undergraduate level, for thirteen years.  Penn earned a Masters in Finance from the University of Colorado at Denver.

He is currently a Senior Fellow at the Independence Institute and served six years as the President of the Colorado Union of Taxpayers.  Penn and Karen are the parents of three children; two in college and one in high school. He is a veteran, having served as an officer in the Navy until the end of 1979.
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Dr. John Cochran
Dr. John P. Cochran is currently Dean, School of Business and professor of Economics at Metropolitan State College of Denver. He served as Dean or Interim Dean since January 2004 Prior to that, Dr. Cochran served as Chair of Economics at Metropolitan State College of Denver for over 10 years. He has taught at Metro State since 1981 and has also been a visiting professor at the University of Colorado-Boulder, Regis University and is an Adjunct Scholar of the Ludwig Von Mises Institute, the leading research and educational center of classical liberalism, libertarian political theory and the Austrian School of economics. He received his PhD in economics from the University of Colorado-Boulder in 1985. 
He is the author (with Fred R. Glahe) of The Hayek-Keynes Debate: Lessons for Current Business Cycle Research (Edwin Mellen Press 1999). He has published numerous scholarly articles on the refinement and development of the boom/bust theory of the business cycle as well as articles on the economics of education. In addition to his scholarly publications, Dr. Cochran frequently provided commentary on current economic conditions in the Daily Articles at www.mises.org. 

He was awarded Metropolitan State College of Denver’s Golden Key National Honor Society Outstanding Researcher/Scholar Award for 2002. He was on the faculty at the Young America Foundation seminar, “The Reagan Ranch Program: Intellectual Giants, The Road to Freedom: A Friedrich Hayek Seminar”, May 2003. 
